[Correlation study of the longest diameter of gastric cardia cancer and its prognosis].
Based on the longest diameter of cancer of gastric cardia, to formulate a new way of staging for better assessment of prognosis. A total of 1,536 cases of resected carcinoma of the gastric cardia through left thoracic approach was statistically analyzed using STATA 5.0 software. The survival rate was estimated using life table method. The difference in survival rate between groups was evaluated by the log-rank test. The ratio difference between groups was evaluated by chi 2 test. The longest tumor diameter was divided into 6 grades according to its length: grade I, < 2 cm; grade II, 2 cm-< 4 cm; grade III, 4 cm-< 6 cm; grade IV, 6 cm-< 8 cm; grade V, 8 cm-< 11 cm and grade VI, > or = 11 cm. The 5-year survival rate was 61.5% in grade I, 44.4% in grade II, 26.4% in grade III, 20.5% in grade IV, 16.1% in grade V and 5.7% in grade VI, respectively. There was statistically significant difference (P < 0.05) in 5-year survival rate between 2 grades from grade II to grade VI. The longest tumor diameter is of prognostic significance in cancer of gastric cardia.